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1.1 Cities as Living Organisms 

“As in a biological organism, the city is composed of a number of elements 
which, once combined, create a complex ensemble ...”

 — Henri Lefebvre

As Lefebvre suggests, cities behave like living organisms, composed of mixed elements that create a complex ensemble. 
A city is sustained by the relations between various urban systems, and its vitality depends on the fluid interaction between 
them. When these systems are interconnected, the city functions as a dynamic, breathing structure where life is sustained.
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2.1 Site Introduction

Belgrade is the capital and the largest city of Serbia. It is 
located at the confluence of the Danube and Sava rivers 

and at the crossroad of Balkan Penninsula. Belgrade is one of 
the oldest continuously inhabited cities in Europe.     
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2 	Urban System Analysis
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2.2 Spatial Development of Belgrade 
2 Urban System Analysis

Early 19th century 
(Belgrade & Zemun)
* The city was originated first
around Kalemegdan and
then Zemun with marshland in
between and irregular street
patterns.

Late 19th century 
(Astro-Hungarian & 
Ottoman Empire)
* Belgrade’s historic cores
underwent a transformation
according to Emilijan Josimović’s
modern regulation plan in 1867.
* 1884 - railway construction

Interwar period 
(Kingdom of Serbs, 
Croats & Slovenes) 
* A competition held to
transform the marshland
between the left bank of the
Sava and the right bank of the
Danube.
* 1929 - airport
* 1934 - bridge construction
* 1937 - international fairground
--> during war - concentration
camp

Post-war Period 
(Socialist Federal 
Republic of Yugoslavia) 
* Across the Sava, New Belgrade
was built as a large-scale
modernist planned extension,
while older districts densified.
* 1948 - construction works
* 1950 - highway Belgrade-
Zagreb
* 1962 - relocation of airport
* 1970 - relocation of railway

Post-socialist Period 
(Republic of Serbia) 
* The city shows a mix of historic
layers, socialist blocks, and
modern developments. Growth
continues along transport
corridors, with increasing
emphasis on mixed-use spaces
and redevelopment of central
and waterfront areas.
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